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Regular Meeting 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE OF THE 

TOWN OF FOXBOROUGH 

 

Regular Meeting 

 

Date: September 17, 2018 

Time: 7:00 p.m. 

Place: Foxborough High School Media Center 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:  Ms. Beverley Lord, Mr. Chris Connolly,  

Ms. Tina Belanger, Ms. Marilyn Weiss, Mr. Richard Pearson 

SCHOOL STAFF PRESENT:  Dr. Amy Berdos, Dr. Alison Mello, Mr. William Yukna 
 

 

Ms. Lord opened the meeting and read the agenda. 

 

Visitors 
Foxborough resident Mr. Jack Authelet of 7 Baker Street was acknowledged by the Committee 

and joined the meeting.  Mr. Authelet addressed the Committee to seek approval to provide 

copies of his expanded second edition of his publication Foxborough:  World War II for the 

libraries at the middle and high schools, and to the America at War class at the high school.  

Mr. Authelet spoke with pride about the strong sense of community in Foxborough, the 

wonderful things taking place within Foxborough’s schools, and the experiences of 

Foxborough citizens during the war.  Discussion followed.  The Committee thanked Mr. 

Authelet for his book donation, which was accepted with tremendous gratitude. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

 Pearson moved; Belanger seconded 

 Approve the executive session minutes of July 23, 2018, as presented 

 Vote:  5-0-0 

 

 Connolly moved, Weiss seconded 

 Release the executive session minutes of July 23, 2018 

 Vote:  5-0-0 

 

 Weiss moved, Belanger seconded 

 Approve the regular meeting minutes of August 27, 2018, as presented 

 Vote:  5-0-0 

 

Teaching & Learning Highlight 

FHS Principal Diana Myers-Pachla and seven high school Link Crew Leaders presented FHS 

Link Crew, a transitional program for incoming ninth grade students and students new to the 

district.  Ms. Myers-Pachla described the excitement this new program has generated and 

explained these students are representative of the over forty student leaders in the building. FHS 

teachers participated in training and nominated students as leaders.  Selections were made from 

student applications.  Student leaders were trained in August and worked with incoming 

freshmen over the summer and welcomed them on their first day of high school. 
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FHS Link Crew Leaders described their participation in the program, how they made personal 

connections with the freshman class, and showed enthusiasm and excitement about the positive 

atmosphere generated at the high school.  Several stated they wished they had this program when 

they started high school.  Discussion with the Committee followed. 

 

Dr. Berdos stated that Link Crew is all about students helping students succeed.  Leaders will be 

available to and will meet with freshman students throughout the school year.   

 

Back to School Update 
Dr. Berdos reported on a smooth opening of school across the district, with principals reporting 

the same at each school.  Foxborough’s enrollment as of opening day was 2,587 students.   

Dr. Berdos noted the tremendous amount of work that goes into preparing the schools for 

students and staff to enter our buildings.  She and Dr. Mello were pleased to offer three days of 

Professional Development for staff prior to students returning to school.  Per Dr. Mello, reviews 

on PD offerings were outstanding.  People were very positive and receptive.  Dr. Berdos stated 

that the FPS new web presence is in the transition process.  

 

Mr. Yukna updated the Committee on the status of the Burrell School Renovation Project, stating 

the project was approved by the MSBA (Massachusetts School Building Authority) in August, 

and all four town committees that have reviewed the project have approved it.  This item will 

now be presented at the Special Town Meeting on October 1st with a very strong 

recommendation that it move forward.   

 

Mr. Yukna also noted that construction on the track at the Sam Berns Community Field will be 

starting soon and the back parking lot at FHS has been paved and lined for about 48 parking 

spaces. 

 

First Reading of Policy 
Dr. Berdos introduced Policy EFD – Student Food Services Accounts.  This policy addresses the 

collection of unpaid student food service balances and was introduced by the USDA (United 

States Department of Agriculture) last May.  Director of Food Service Ms. Janice Watt joined 

the meeting and emphasized the need to have a written policy on this issue so that procedures are 

in place to collect accounts that are delinquent.  Mr. Yukna explained that if unpaid balances are 

not collected, then they are covered through the operating budget which takes funds directly 

from the education of students.  Unpaid balances can account for about $5,000 to $6,000 at the 

end of a school year.  Policy EFD was read in its entirety.  Discussion with the Committee 

followed. 

 

    Belanger moved; Weiss seconded 

Move Policy EFD – Student Food Services Accounts forward for a second reading at the 

next School Committee meeting 

 Vote:  5-0-0 

 

Superintendent’s Goals 2018-2019 

Dr. Berdos presented the Superintendent’s goals for the school year as part of the Educator 

Evaluation System.  She reviewed the five-step system and discussed her entry plan.  Dr. Berdos 

then read and discussed each goal in the areas of Professional Practice, Student Learning, District 

Improvement and Other.   



______________________________________________________________________________ 

September 17, 2018  Page 3  

Regular Meeting 

Reschedule October 1st School Committee Meeting Due to Conflict with Special Town Meeting 
The Committee discussed options to reschedule or cancel the October 1st School Committee 

meeting as it conflicts with the Special Town Meeting.  After discussion the following motion 

was made: 

 

 Connolly moved; Pearson seconded 

Cancel the School Committee meeting scheduled for October 1, 2018.  The next meeting 

will be held on October 15, 2018 

 Vote:  5-0-0 

  

School Committee Appointment:  Delegate to MASC Convention 
The annual MASC/MASS (Massachusetts Association of School Committees/Massachusetts 

Association of School Superintendents) Joint Conference will be held in November 2018.  After 

discussion, the annual appointment for a School Committee Delegate to the convention was 

made as follows: 

 

 Belanger moved; Weiss seconded 

 Appoint Ms. Beverley Lord to serve as the Delegate to the November 2018 

 MASC/MASS Convention 

 Vote:  5-0-0 

 

School Committee Appointment to PCC (Project Contemporary Competitiveness) Board of 

Directors for the 2018-2019 School Year 
The Superintendent of member districts of PCC (Project Contemporary Competitiveness) serve 

on its Board of Directors.  PCC is an advanced studies summer program held at Stonehill 

College for students in grades seven to ten.  

 

 Connolly moved; Pearson seconded 

Appoint Dr. Amy Berdos to the PCC (Project Contemporary Competitiveness) Board of 

Directors for the 2018-2019 school year 

 Vote:  5-0-0  

 

Music Activities Account Proposal 
The FHS Music Department has requested the creation of a student activity account to use for 

fundraising purposes.  Mr. Yukna explained that student activity accounts must be sanctioned by 

the School Committee.  This account will follow the same policies and procedures as all the 

other student activity accounts.  Discussion followed. 

 

 Belanger moved; Connolly seconded 

 Approve the creation of a Music Department Activities Account 

 Vote:  5-0-0 

 

Other Matters 
Ms. Belanger thanked Mr. Yukna, the School Building Committee, project architects and the 

OPM (Owner’s Project Manager) for all their work on the Burrell School Renovation project and 

encouraged residents to attend the October 1st Town Meeting in support of the project.  

Additionally she noted that middle school teacher Mr. Seth Golder was recently on an episode of 
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Wheel of Fortune, and music students and the FMA (Foxboro Music Association) will be 

holding a golf tournament fundraiser on October 15th for the music department’s Australia trip. 

 

Dr. Mello reported that on Wednesday children’s author Jarrett Krosoczka will visit the three 

elementary schools through the support of the PTO and PAC.  Mr. Krosoczka is the author of the 

Lunch Lady graphic novel series. Also, FHS English teacher Ms. Holly Geffers invited Dr. 

Mello to her junior English class for a project launch. 

 

Ms. Lord mentioned that the Boyden Library is holding a lecture by Gregory Maguire, the author 

of Wicked, at the Orpheum on the 26th of September.  She attended the Massachusetts Cable 

Access Fall Meet and Greet hosted by Foxboro Cable Access and reminded all of the Spanish 

exchange student reception on Tuesday the 25th. 

 

Dr. Berdos briefly discussed the upcoming BIT Auction on November 2nd and Boston 

Magazine’s ranking of top area high schools. 

 

 Weiss moved; Belanger seconded 

 Adjourn the meeting 

 Vote:  5-0-0 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 

 

        Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

        Chris Connolly 

        Clerk 

 

Attachments: 

Executive Session Minutes of July 23, 2018 

Regular Meeting Minutes of August 27, 2018 

Policy EFD – Student Food Services Accounts 

Superintendent’s Goals 2018-2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  October 15, 2018 


